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The Great Race 
 
1) Read the story of ‘The Great Race’ and complete the gaps: 

 
Long ago in China the a) _________ decided to have a race to name the years of the 
Zodiac. The b) ___________  and the cat couldn’t swim so they rode across the river 
on the back of the c)  ______________ . The rat arrived first!  

 
The d)  ___________ was very tired from swimming. The e) _________ was very 
intelligent and went across on a tree trunk.  The f) ___________ was very late.  
The g) ____________ got a ride on the horse’s leg.   

 
The goat, the monkey and the h) _____________ 
arrived together. The i) _____________ was slow 
because he had a bath in the river. The last animal 
to arrive was the j)  ___________ . 

 

 

 

2) Now complete all the animals in order: 

 

a)  rat f)   

b)   g)   

c)   h)   

d)   i)   

e)   j)   

f)   k)   

 

3) Which animal (s) do you think is the most intelligent? Draw a picture of it and explain why! 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 
Answers: a) Emperor, b) rat, c) ox, d) tiger, e) rabbit, f) dragon, g) snake, h) rooster, i) dog, j) pig 

 

   


